THE DETERMINISM OF NATURE

logic in their bewilderment and the deception of ego
and desire, lose their chance of liberation in a deeper,,
more obstinate confirmation of the ignorance.

In fact, these higher truths can only be helpful,
because there only they are true to experience and can
be lived, on a higher and vaster plane of consciousness
and being. To view these truths from below is to
mis-see, misunderstand and probably to misuse them.
It is a higher truth that the distinction of good and
evil is indeed a practical fact and law valid for the
egoistic human life which is the stage of transition
from the animal to the divine, but on a higher plane
we rise beyond good and evil, are above their duality
even as the Godhead is above it. But the unripe
mind, seizing on this truth without rising from the
lower consciousness where it is not practically valid,
will simply make it a convenient excuse for indulging
its Asuric propensities, denying the distinction between
good and evil altogether and falling by self-indulgence
deeper into the morass of perdition, sarva-jndna-
mmudhdn mastdn acefasah. So too with this truth of
the determinism of Nature; it will be mis-seen and
misused, as those misuse it who declare that a man is
what his nature has made him and cannot do other-
wise than as his nature compels him. It is true in a
sense, but not in the sense which is attached to it, not
in the sense that the ego-self can claim irresponsibility
and impunity for itself in its works; for it has will and
it has desire and so long as it acts according to its will
and desire, even though that be its nature, it must
bear the reactions of its Karma. It is in a net, if you
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